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Russell's Ritings.... 

Durham Cathedral was built in the 12th century and sits overlooking a hairpin curve on the 

River Ware.  When the Nazi blitzkrieg swept over northern England destroying everything in 

sight a mysterious mist settled over Durham concealing it from Nazi bombers.  “God saved 

the cathedral,” it was said. 

Coventry Cathedral, built in the 14th century, was not so lucky.  It died a horrible death, the 

victim of the first use of saturation bombing by Nazi bombers.  No mist protected Coventry.  

It was a pile of charred timbers and stone.  It was then a verse from Haggai was read: “The 

latter splendor of this house shall be greater than the former, says the Lord of Hosts….” 

And it was.  Leaving the cathedral today you see a curious inscription: “To the Glory of God 

this Cathedral burned…and is not rebuilt.”  It is a strange phrase until you see that somehow 

in the mystery of God’s providential leading it has all been – even the bad – to the glory of 

God.  Somehow, through the grace of God, the latter glory shall be greater than the former.  

Providence is not to be seen ONLY in the miraculous rescue from danger, but also when we 

are lifted up by the sheer grace of God out of our tragedy into a latter glory. 

At Coventry two charred beams were fashioned into a Cross and placed behind an altar.   The 

grace of God turns even the worst ruins into resurrection.  From the ashes of life, God helps 

fashion something beautiful as a sign of His Love! 

As you stand at the back of our sanctuary you see a beautiful angel hanging from the cupola.  

The angel is surrounded by lights, and you can almost hear the angels singing, “Glory to God 

in the highest.”  Then just beyond the angel hanging from the cupola there is another symbol 

– the Cross hanging over the altar.  The symbolism I see is that despite what many might be 

facing the angel is proclaiming that through the Birth, Death, and Resurrection of Jesus there 

is HOPE! 

I hope to see you Sunday.  The sermon is PREPARE AND BE HOPEFUL!  (Romans 15: 4 – 13)  

The second Advent candle will be lit by  Sarah Sailor (8:30) and Joyce Scheel (10:30). 

and the folks are friendly! 

Russell 


